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Today on almost every desk in every office sits a computer. Eighty years ago, desktops were equipped with a
nonelectronic data processing machine: a card file. In Paper Machines, Markus Krajewski traces the
evolution of this proto-computer of rearrangeable parts (file cards) that became ubiquitous in offices between
the world wars. The story begins with Konrad Gessner, a sixteenth-century Swiss polymath who described a
new method of processing data: to cut up a sheet of handwritten notes into slips of paper, with one fact or
topic per slip, and arrange as desired. In the late eighteenth century, the card catalog became the librarian's
answer to the threat of information overload. Then, at the turn of the twentieth century, business adopted the
technology of the card catalog as a bookkeeping tool. Krajewski explores this conceptual development and
casts the card file as a "universal paper machine" that accomplishes the basic operations of Turing's universal
discrete machine: storing, processing, and transferring data. In telling his story, Krajewski takes the reader on
a number of illuminating detours, telling us, for example, that the card catalog and the numbered street
address emerged at the same time in the same city (Vienna), and that Harvard University's home-grown
cataloging system grew out of a librarian's laziness; and that Melvil Dewey (originator of the Dewey
Decimal System) helped bring about the technology transfer of card files to business.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

The reserve untitled Paper Machines: About Cards & Catalogs, 1548-1929 (History and Foundations of
Information Science) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Paper Machines:
About Cards & Catalogs, 1548-1929 (History and Foundations of Information Science) from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

David Hester:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Paper Machines: About Cards &
Catalogs, 1548-1929 (History and Foundations of Information Science) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's
a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Roy Stoudt:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually Paper Machines: About Cards & Catalogs, 1548-1929 (History and
Foundations of Information Science). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Justin Mireles:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Paper Machines: About Cards & Catalogs, 1548-1929
(History and Foundations of Information Science) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Paper Machines: About Cards &
Catalogs, 1548-1929 (History and Foundations of Information Science) can to be your friend when you're
experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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