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John Andrew's groundbreaking exploration of one of the most mysterious of all government agencies takes
its title from Chief Justice John Marshall's famous dictum, “The power to tax is the power to destroy.” Mr.
Andrew confirms what many have suspected for a long time: that presidents, political appointees, and
bureaucrats have attempted to use the Internal Revenue Service to punish their enemies. The author combed
the papers of presidential staff, IRS officials, congressional critics, and the Watergate Special Prosecution
Force, and petitioned under the Freedom of Information Act to obtain IRS documents. What he discovered
was a series of projects and investigations that at times resemble a spy thriller. Beginning with the Kennedy
administration's Ideological Organizations Project, which investigated, intimidated, and challenged the tax-
exempt status of right-wing foundations, Mr. Andrew traces the ways Democrats and Republicans alike used
the IRS to accomplish political goals during the 1960s and early 1970s. Seemingly innocuous names like
Operation Leprechaun and Project Tradewinds, together with an array of intelligence and surveillance
activities, formed a pattern of abuse that threatened the foundations of American political culture. In one of
the most powerful and sobering passages of the book, Mr. Andrew chronicles the IRS's Special Service Staff,
which carried out activities that were more extensive and intrusive than Nixon's infamous Enemies List?yet
received scant coverage in the media. He also offers important revelations about Nixon's ties to organized
crime through Bebe Rebozo. Power to Destroy is a shocking analysis of how political influence has
corrupted the IRS, and how the agency's own crusade for secrecy hides its operations from public scrutiny,
even from congressional committees responsible for overseeing its activities.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Nelson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Power to Destroy: The Political Uses of the IRS from Kennedy to
Nixon. Try to stumble through book Power to Destroy: The Political Uses of the IRS from Kennedy to Nixon
as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Frank Johnson:

The guide with title Power to Destroy: The Political Uses of the IRS from Kennedy to Nixon posesses a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Sandra Byrom:

Power to Destroy: The Political Uses of the IRS from Kennedy to Nixon can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Power to Destroy: The Political Uses of the IRS from Kennedy to Nixon although doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Louis Ono:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Power to Destroy: The Political Uses of the IRS from Kennedy to Nixon when you necessary it?
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