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American conservatism rose hand-in-hand with the growth of mass incarceration. For decades, conservatives
deployed "tough on crime" rhetoric to attack liberals as out-of-touch elitists who coddled criminals while the
nation spiraled toward disorder. As a result, conservatives have been the motive force in building our vast
prison system. Indeed, expanding the number of Americans under lock and key was long a point of pride for
politicians on the right - even as the U.S. prison population eclipsed international records.

Over the last few years, conservatives in Washington, D.C. and in bright-red states like Georgia and Texas,
have reversed course, and are now leading the charge to curb prison growth. In Prison Break, David Dagan
and Steve Teles explain how this striking turn of events occurred, how it will affect mass incarceration, and
what it teaches us about achieving policy breakthroughs in our polarized age. Combining insights from law,
sociology, and political science, Teles and Dagan will offer the first comprehensive account of this major
political shift. In a challenge to the conventional wisdom, they argue that the fiscal pressures brought on by
recession are only a small part of the explanation for the conservatives' shift, over-shadowed by Republicans'
increasing anti-statism, the waning efficacy of "tough on crime" politics and the increasing engagement of
evangelicals. These forces set the stage for a small cadre of conservative leaders to reframe criminal justice
in terms of redeeming wayward souls and rolling back government.

These developments have created the potential to significantly reduce mass incarceration, but only if
reformers on both the right and the left play their cards right. As Dagan and Teles stress, there is also a
broader lesson in this story about the conditions for cross-party cooperation in our polarized age. Partisan
identity, they argue, generally precedes position-taking, and policy breakthroughs are unlikely to come by
"reaching across the aisle," promoting "compromise," or appealing to "expert opinion." Instead, change
happens when political movements redefine their own orthodoxies for their own reasons. As Dagan and
Teles show, outsiders can assist in this process - and they played a crucial role in the case of criminal justice
- but they cannot manufacture it. This book will not only reshape our understanding of conservatism and
American penal policy, but also force us to reconsider the drivers of policy innovation in the context of
American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Corley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Prison Break: Why Conservatives Turned Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post War
American Political Development), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Marcus Huskins:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Prison Break: Why
Conservatives Turned Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post War American Political Development)
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
can pick Prison Break: Why Conservatives Turned Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post War
American Political Development) become your own starter.

Latoya Jones:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Prison Break: Why Conservatives Turned
Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post War American Political Development) or maybe others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Prison Break: Why
Conservatives Turned Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post War American Political Development) to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Elizabeth Walborn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And



you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Prison Break:
Why Conservatives Turned Against Mass Incarceration (Studies in Post War American Political
Development).
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