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In 1860, W. D. Howells wrote a campaign biography of Abraham Lincoln. When Lincoln won the
presidency, Howells was rewarded with the job of consul in Venice.He arrived there in 1862, aged twenty-
five, and lived for three years on the Grand Canal. Howells would use the canal for a morning swim during
the warmer months and then, perhaps, go off to his office.

For a young nineteenth-century American who had left school at age nine in order to work, the hardest part
of his sinecure was that -- no doubt for the first time in his experience -- he had almost nothing to do. "I
dreaded the easily formed habit of receiving a salary for no service performed", he wrote. "I reminded myself
that, soon or late, I must go back to the old fashion of earning money, and that it had better be sooner than
later". And so -- "though for some strange reasons it was the saddest and strangest thing in the world to do" -
- Howells left Venice. While he was on the whole happy to do so, Howells said upon his departure",Never
had the city seemed so dream-like and unreal as in this light of farewell".

Venetian Life flows from the enchantment, the magical improbability of the years Howells spent in that
magnificent city dining with the rich, mingling with the humble, and reporting on it all with a uniquely
American wit and curiosity.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Renner:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Venetian Life is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Kelly Breedlove:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Venetian Life as your daily resource information.

Paulette Preston:

This Venetian Life is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Venetian Life can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Jerold Niemi:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Venetian Life can make you feel more interested to read.
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