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In Wit’s End, Sean Zwagerman offers an original perspective on women’s use of humor as a performative
strategy as seen in works of twentieth-century American literature. He argues that women whose direct,
explicit performative speech has been traditionally denied, or not taken seriously, have often turned to humor
as a means of communicating with men.

The book examines both the potential and limits of women’s humor as a rhetorical strategy in the writings of
James Thurber, Zora Neale Hurston, Dorothy Parker, Edward Albee, Louise Erdrich, and others. For
Zwagerman, these texts “talk back” to important arguments in humor studies and speech-act theory. He
deconstructs the use of humor in select passages by employing the theories of J. L. Austin, John Searle,
Jacques Derrida, Shoshana Felman, J. Hillis Miller, and Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick. Zwagerman offers
arguments both for and against these approaches while advancing new thinking on humor as the “end”—both
the goal and limit—of performative strategy, and as a means of expressing a full range of serious purposes.

Zwagerman contends that women’s humor is not solely a subversive act, but instead it should be viewed in
the total speech situation through context, motives, and intended audience. Not strictly a transgressive
influence, women’s humor is seen as both a social corrective and a reinforcement of established ideologies.
Humor has become an epistemology, an “attitude” or slant on one’s relation to society.

Zwagerman seeks to broaden the scope of performativity theory beyond the logical pragmatism of
deconstruction and looks to the use of humor in literature as a deliberate stylization of experiences found in
real-world social structures, and as a tool for change.
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From reader reviews:

William Roger:

This Wit's End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Wit's End:
Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) can be on the list of
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually
with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Wit's
End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Donna Lacher:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Wit's End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and
Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) can be very good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Meagan Shaffer:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Wit's End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture)
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then
become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Wit's
End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Audrey Rivas:

This Wit's End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy (Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) is
completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of



knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this Wit's End: Women's Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy
(Pitt Comp Literacy Culture) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind
of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy
this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life along with knowledge.
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