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Howard Schwartz, the author of this extraordinary collection of Jewish tales and parables, is one of the most
creative, inventive, and inspiring Jewish writers of our generation. When one reads his work, the question
arises: what is taken from a primary text and what is invented by the imagination of the author? The answer
is a complex one, for as Cynthia Ozick has observed about the writing of Howard Schwartz, 'Each tale is
original, yet grow(s) out of the old traditions and tellings.' Ozick adds that Schwartz is 'under the spell of
Jewish dream and legend,' pointing to the fact that he is a creative vessel: he has poured the tradition into his
soul and then, combining the tradition with his own experience and imagination creates new tales of great
depth and profundity. Describing his first encounters with the midrashic literature of the Jewish sages as 'a
major turning point' in his life and writing career, Schwartz immersed himself in traditional Jewish literature,
including the Bible, the Talmud, and the midrashic collections, as well as kabbalistic and hasidic texts.
Schwartz also identifies the writings of Franz Kafka, Jorge Luis Borges, as well as Sufi and Zen parables, as
sources of inspiration. As he writes, 'The ancient models served as a living tradition for me,' and he points to
the fact that his tales 'emerged out of the impulse to fuse my own imagination with that of traditional Jewish
lore.' Adam's Soul: The Collected Tales of Howard Schwartz brings together three collections of the author's
writings. The book begins with a remarkable gathering of individual tales described by Schwartz as using the
'midrashic method,' as well as being in the tradition of medieval Jewish folktales, hasidic tales, and the
writings of I. L. Peretz, S. Y. Agnon, and I. B. Singer. The second part of the book consists of Schwartz's
highly acclaimed collection of stories titled Captive Soul of the Messiah. Based on the life and teachings of
the hasidic master Rabbi Nach
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From reader reviews:

Lela Hird:

Here thing why this specific Adam's Soul: The Collected Tales of Howard Schwartz are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Adam's Soul: The Collected Tales of Howard Schwartz giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Adam's
Soul: The Collected Tales of Howard Schwartz. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Adam's Soul: The Collected Tales of
Howard Schwartz in e-book can be your alternative.

Fabiola Gaylor:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Adam's Soul: The Collected Tales of
Howard Schwartz is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

James Matter:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Adam's Soul: The Collected Tales of Howard Schwartz, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
reserve.

Bryant Booher:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Adam's Soul: The Collected Tales of
Howard Schwartz can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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