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According to conventional international relations theory, states or groups make war and, in doing so, kill and
injure people that other states are charged with protecting. While it sees the perpetrators of violence as
rational actors, it views those who are either protected or killed by this violence as mere bodies: ahistorical
humans who breathe, suffer and die but have no particular political agency. In its rationalist variants, IR
theory only sees bodies as inert objects. Constructivist theory argues that subjects are formed through social
relations, but leaves the bodies of subjects outside of politics, as "brute facts."

According to Wilcox, such limited thinking about bodies and violence is not just wrong, but also limits the
capacity of IR to theorize the meaning of political violence. By contrast to rationalist and constructivist
theory, feminist theory sees subjectivity and the body as inextricably linked. This book argues that IR needs
to rethink its approach to bodies as having particular political meaning in their own right. For example,
bodies both direct violent acts (violence in drone warfare, for example) and are constituted by practices that
manage violence (for example, scrutiny of persons as bodies through biometric technologies and body
scanners). The book also argues that violence is more than a strategic action of rational actors (as in
rationalist theories) or a destructive violation of community laws and norms (as in liberal and constructivist
theories). Because IR theorizes bodies as outside of politics, it cannot see how violence can be understood as
a creative force for shaping the limits of how we understand ourselves as political subjects, as well as
forming the boundaries of our political communities.

By engaging with feminist theories of embodiment and violence, Bodies of Violence provides a more
nuanced treatment of the nexus of bodies, subjects and violence than currently exists in the field of
international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Aline Moran:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Bodies of Violence: Theorizing Embodied Subjects in International
Relations (Oxford Studies in Gender and International Relations).

Carlo Young:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Bodies of Violence:
Theorizing Embodied Subjects in International Relations (Oxford Studies in Gender and International
Relations). All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

William Medellin:

This Bodies of Violence: Theorizing Embodied Subjects in International Relations (Oxford Studies in
Gender and International Relations) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Bodies of
Violence: Theorizing Embodied Subjects in International Relations (Oxford Studies in Gender and
International Relations) without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't be worry Bodies of Violence: Theorizing Embodied Subjects in International Relations
(Oxford Studies in Gender and International Relations) can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
Bodies of Violence: Theorizing Embodied Subjects in International Relations (Oxford Studies in Gender and
International Relations) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Kathryn Granger:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Bodies of Violence: Theorizing Embodied
Subjects in International Relations (Oxford Studies in Gender and International Relations) is simple to create
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring



typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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