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"Arguably the most distinctive feature of the early Christian literature," writes Bart Ehrman, "is the degree to
which it was forged." The Homilies and Recognitions of Clement; Paul's letters to and from Seneca; Gospels
by Peter, Thomas, and Philip; Jesus' correspondence with Abgar, letters by Peter and Paul in the New
Testament--all forgeries. To cite just a few examples.

Forgery and Counterforgery is the first comprehensive study of early Christian pseudepigrapha ever
produced in English. In it, Ehrman argues that ancient critics--pagan, Jewish, and Christian--understood false
authorial claims to be a form of literary deceit, and thus forgeries. Ehrman considers the extent of the
phenomenon, the "intention" and motivations of ancient Greek, Roman, and Jewish forgers, and reactions to
their work once detected. He also assesses the criteria ancient critics applied to expose forgeries and the
techniques forgers used to avoid detection. With the wider practices of the ancient world as backdrop,
Ehrman then focuses on early Christian polemics, as various Christian authors forged documents in order to
lend their ideas a veneer of authority in literary battles waged with pagans, Jews, and, most importantly, with
one another in internecine disputes over doctrine and practice. In some instances a forger directed his work
against views found in another forgery, creating thereby a "counter-forgery." Ehrman's evaluation of
polemical forgeries starts with those of the New Testament (nearly half of whose books make a false
authorial claim) up through the Pseudo-Ignatian epistles and the Apostolic Constitutions at the end of the
fourth century.

Shining light on an important but overlooked feature of the early Christian world, Forgery and
Counterforgery explores the possible motivations of the deceivers who produced these writings, situating
their practice within ancient Christian discourses on lying and deceit.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Segal:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Forgery and
Counterforgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early Christian Polemics? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Lindberg:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Forgery and Counterforgery: The Use of Literary
Deceit in Early Christian Polemics will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
ideal book with you?

Bruce Delvalle:

This book untitled Forgery and Counterforgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early Christian Polemics to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it
through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from
your list.

Karen Johnson:

Beside that Forgery and Counterforgery: The Use of Literary Deceit in Early Christian Polemics in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Forgery and Counterforgery: The Use of
Literary Deceit in Early Christian Polemics because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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