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In the early 1950s fisherfolk and other villagers around Minamata Bay on the western coast of Kyushu,
Japan, began to suffer from mysterious and often fatal symptoms of what came to be known as Minamata
disease. It was not until 1968 that the government acknowledged its cause—organic mercury poisoning from
effluent released by Chisso Corporation, a chemical manufacturer and the largest employer in the Japanese
city for which the disease was named. For decades the company denied responsibility and was joined by the
Japanese government in its attempt to cover up the problem despite lawsuits and political protests.

In this compelling oral history, Ogata Masato, fisherman and Minamata disease sufferer, tells of the
devastation of methyl mercury poisoning. Spanning fifty years, his story describes the impact of industrial
pollution on his own life, on his extended family, and on the fishing culture of the Shiranui Sea. A one-time
leader of Minamata disease patients seeking certification and compensation, Masato breaks away to follow
his personal path to redemption.

Masato's story begins with the vibrant village of his childhood and culminates with the possibility of return,
if not to one's birthplace, then to a spiritual community, to a consciousness that we owe our existence to the
web of interrelationships that constitute life. When we turn full circle, explains Masato, we find ourselves
again at the water's edge, a place where all life gathers. This is the launching point for "Tokoyo," boat of the
Eternal World-a world defined at once by the past, present and future; a state of mind in which we are
responsible not only for our own actions but for those of our society and our species. Masato's story, larger
than any one man or one incident, raises questions we must all consider as beneficiaries of modern industry
and technology.
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From reader reviews:

George Hinnenkamp:

The ability that you get from Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) is
a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata
Fisherman (Asian Voices) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
specific Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) instantly.

Sondra Spencer:

This Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) usually are reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Rowing the Eternal Sea:
The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) can be one of the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Rowing the Eternal
Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Lidia Mejia:

The guide with title Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) includes a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Joseph Chitwood:

The reason? Because this Rowing the Eternal Sea: The Story of a Minamata Fisherman (Asian Voices) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical



thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.
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