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What do we really want from schools? Only everything, in all its contradictions. Most of all, we want access
and opportunity for all children—but all possible advantages for our own. So argues historian David
Labaree in this provocative look at the way “this archetype of dysfunction works so well at what we want it
to do even as it evades what we explicitly ask it to do.”

Ever since the common school movement of the nineteenth century, mass schooling has been seen as an
essential solution to great social problems. Yet as wave after wave of reform movements have shown,
schools are extremely difficult to change. Labaree shows how the very organization of the locally controlled,
administratively limited school system makes reform difficult.

At the same time, he argues, the choices of educational consumers have always overwhelmed top-down
efforts at school reform. Individual families seek to use schools for their own purposes—to pursue social
opportunity, if they need it, and to preserve social advantage, if they have it. In principle, we want the best
for all children. In practice, we want the best for our own.

Provocative, unflinching, wry, Someone Has to Fail looks at the way that unintended consequences of
consumer choices have created an extraordinarily resilient educational system, perpetually expanding,
perpetually unequal, constantly being reformed, and never changing much.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Hanner:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book Someone Has to Fail has been making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book
Someone Has to Fail is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book Someone Has to Fail. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Richard Byrnes:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Someone Has to Fail book
since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Joaquin Bedard:

The book untitled Someone Has to Fail contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time
of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Margie Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
Someone Has to Fail.
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