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Spider Eaters is at once a moving personal story, a fascinating family history, and a unique chronicle of
political upheaval told by a Chinese woman who came of age during the turbulent years of the Cultural
Revolution. With stunning honesty and a lively, sly humor, Rae Yang records her life from her early years as
the daughter of Chinese diplomats in Switzerland, to her girlhood at an elite middle school in Beijing, to her
adolescent experience as a Red Guard and later as a laborer on a pig farm in the remote northern wilderness.
She tells of her eventual disillusionment with the Maoist revolution, how remorse and despair drove her
almost to suicide, and how she struggled to make sense of conflicting events that often blurred the line
between victim and victimizer, aristocrat and peasant, communist and counterrevolutionary. Moving
gracefully between past and present, dream and reality, the author artfully conveys the vast complexity of
life in China as well as the richness, confusion, and magic of her own inner life and struggle.

Much of the power of the narrative derives from Yang's multi-generational, cross-class perspective. She
invokes the myths, legends, folklore, and local customs that surrounded her and brings to life the many
people who were instrumental in her life: her nanny, a poor woman who raised her from a baby and whose
character is conveyed through the bedtime tales she spins; her father; her beloved grandmother, who died as
a result of the political persecution she suffered.

Spanning the years from 1950 to 1980, Rae Yang's story is evocative, complex, and told with striking
candor. It is one of the most immediate and engaging narratives of life in post-1949 China.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Warfield:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Spider Eaters: A Memoir that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are
able to pick Spider Eaters: A Memoir become your current starter.

Doreen Looney:

This Spider Eaters: A Memoir is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Spider Eaters: A
Memoir in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Deborah Rost:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Spider Eaters: A Memoir this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this
book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Heather Bly:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Spider Eaters: A Memoir can
be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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