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Taking an original approach to American literature, Christopher Krentz examines nineteenth-century writing
from a new angle: that of deafness, which he shows to have surprising importance in identity formation. The
rise of deaf education during this period made deaf people much more visible in American society. Krentz
demonstrates that deaf and hearing authors used writing to explore their similarities and differences, trying to
work out the invisible boundary, analogous to Du Bois's color line, that Krentz calls the "hearing line."

Writing Deafness examines previously overlooked literature by deaf authors, who turned to writing to find a
voice in public discourse and to demonstrate their intelligence and humanity to the majority. Hearing authors
such as James Fenimore Cooper, Lydia Huntley Sigourney, Herman Melville, and Mark Twain often subtly
took on deaf-related issues, using deafness to define not just deaf others, but also themselves (as competent
and rational), helping form a self-consciously hearing identity. Offering insights for theories of identity,
physical difference, minority writing, race, and postcolonialism, this compelling book makes essential
reading for students of American literature and culture, deaf studies, and disability studies.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Short:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Writing Deafness: The Hearing Line in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Evelyn Nielson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Writing Deafness: The Hearing Line in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Donald Murphy:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Writing Deafness: The
Hearing Line in Nineteenth-Century American Literature which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's find.

James Waddell:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Writing Deafness: The Hearing Line in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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