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The intellectual history of race, one of the most pernicious and enduring ideas in American history, has
remained segregated into studies of black or white traditions. Bruce Dain breaks this separatist pattern with
an integrated account of the emergence of modern racial consciousness in the United States from the
Revolution to the Civil War. A Hideous Monster of the Mind reveals that ideas on race crossed racial
boundaries in a process that produced not only well-known theories of biological racism but also
countertheories that were early expressions of cultural relativism, cultural pluralism, and latter-day
Afrocentrism.

From 1800 to 1830 in particular, race took on a new reality as Americans, black and white, reacted to
postrevolutionary disillusionment, the events of the Haitian Revolution, the rise of cotton culture, and the
entrenchment of slavery. Dain examines not only major white figures like Thomas Jefferson and Samuel
Stanhope Smith, but also the first self-consciously "black" African-American writers. These various thinkers
transformed late-eighteenth-century European environmentalist "natural history" into race theories that
combined culture and biology and set the terms for later controversies over slavery and abolition. In those
debates, the ethnology of Samuel George Morton and Josiah Nott intertwined conceptually with important
writing by black authors who have been largely forgotten, like Hosea Easton and James McCune Smith.
Scientific racism and the idea of races as cultural constructions were thus interrelated aspects of the same
effort to explain human differences.

In retrieving neglected African-American thinkers, reestablishing the European intellectual background to
American racial theory, and demonstrating the deep confusion "race" caused for thinkers black and white, A
Hideous Monster of the Mind offers an engaging and enlightening new perspective on modern American
racial thought.
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From reader reviews:

Alta Valentin:

Here thing why that A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with
A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND in
e-book can be your alternative.

Marlene Wiedman:

The event that you get from A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE
MIND instantly.

Rod Doughty:

Exactly why? Because this A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Timothy Rhine:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get before. The A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND giving you yet another
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era.



So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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