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Irreverent and incisive critique of liberal theories of the state.

In Against the State, Crispin Sartwell unleashes a quick and brutal rejection of the traditional arguments for
state legitimacy. Sartwell considers the classics of Western political philosophy—Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau,
Hegel, Hume, Bentham, Rawls, and Habermas, among others—and argues that their positions are not only
wrong but also embarrassingly bad. He separates the traditional pro-state arguments into three classes: social
contract theories, utilitarian justifications, and justicial views, all while attacking both general strategies and
particular formulations. Sartwell argues that the state rests on nothing but deadly force and its accompanying
coercion, and that no one is under any obligation to obey the law merely because it is the law. He concludes
by articulating a positive vision of an anarchist future, based on the “individualism” of such figures as
Emerson and Thoreau. Against the State provides a rigorous and provocative foil to the classic texts, and also
serves as a concise statement of the anarchist challenge.

“Sartwell’s work stands in the Thoreauvian tradition he admires—simultaneously lyrical and plainspoken,
intensely personal yet theoretically compelling. Transcending the hackneyed opposition between
individualist and communitarian approaches to politics, Sartwell’s spirited, engaging, and insightful critique
of the state reminds us of the essentially barbarous nature of that institution, forcefully engages the classic
arguments on its behalf, and makes a vigorous and inspiring case for a humane anarchist alternative.” —
Roderick T. Long, Auburn University

“Sartwell is unabashed and unrelenting in pointing out the unquestioned absurdities at the foundation of the
state’s legitimacy. His refusal to accept any assumption on faith or to turn away from logical conclusions is
the book’s greatest strength.” — Dana Ward, coauthor of Political Reasoning and Cognition: A Piagetian
View

Crispin Sartwell is Associate Professor of Political Science at Dickinson College and the author of several
books, including Obscenity, Anarchy, Reality and Extreme Virtue: Truth and Leadership in Five Great
American Lives, both also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

George Sanders:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist
Political Theory will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Kim Deyoung:

The book Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a
book Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory? Some of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Victor Green:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is rather advantages for you. The book Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory is
not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Against the
State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Beth Call:

This Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory without we realize
teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Against the State:
An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space
or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This



Against the State: An Introduction to Anarchist Political Theory having very good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.
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