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In Contagious Architecture, Luciana Parisi offers a philosophical inquiry into the status of the algorithm in
architectural and interaction design. Her thesis is that algorithmic computation is not simply an abstract
mathematical tool but constitutes a mode of thought in its own right, in that its operation extends into forms
of abstraction that lie beyond direct human cognition and control. These include modes of infinity,
contingency, and indeterminacy, as well as incomputable quantities underlying the iterative process of
algorithmic processing.

The main philosophical source for the project is Alfred North Whitehead, whose process philosophy is
specifically designed to provide a vocabulary for "modes of thought" exhibiting various degrees of autonomy
from human agency even as they are mobilized by it. Because algorithmic processing lies at the heart of the
design practices now reshaping our world -- from the physical spaces of our built environment to the
networked spaces of digital culture -- the nature of algorithmic thought is a topic of pressing importance that
reraises questions of control and, ultimately, power. Contagious Architecture revisits cybernetic theories of
control and information theory's notion of the incomputable in light of this rethinking of the role of
algorithmic thought. Informed by recent debates in political and cultural theory around the changing
landscape of power, it links the nature of abstraction to a new theory of power adequate to the complexities
of the digital world.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Moreno:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Contagious Architecture: Computation, Aesthetics, and Space (Technologies of
Lived Abstraction).

Reinaldo Downs:

The book Contagious Architecture: Computation, Aesthetics, and Space (Technologies of Lived Abstraction)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we leave the great thing like a book Contagious Architecture: Computation, Aesthetics, and Space
(Technologies of Lived Abstraction)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Contagious Architecture: Computation, Aesthetics, and Space (Technologies of Lived Abstraction) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by
wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Carmen Vasquez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Contagious
Architecture: Computation, Aesthetics, and Space (Technologies of Lived Abstraction) is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Clyde King:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Contagious Architecture: Computation, Aesthetics, and Space (Technologies of
Lived Abstraction) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense



will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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