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Winner of the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for History

Encounters at the Heart of the World concerns the Mandan Indians, iconic Plains people whose teeming,
busy towns on the upper Missouri River were for centuries at the center of the North American universe. We
know of them mostly because Lewis and Clark spent the winter of 1804-1805 with them, but why don't we
know more? Who were they really? In this extraordinary book, Elizabeth A. Fenn retrieves their history by
piecing together important new discoveries in archaeology, anthropology, geology, climatology,
epidemiology, and nutritional science. Her boldly original interpretation of these diverse research findings
offers us a new perspective on early American history, a new interpretation of the American past.
By 1500, more than twelve thousand Mandans were established on the northern Plains, and their commercial
prowess, agricultural skills, and reputation for hospitality became famous. Recent archaeological discoveries
show how these Native American people thrived, and then how they collapsed. The damage wrought by
imported diseases like smallpox and the havoc caused by the arrival of horses and steamboats were tragic for
the Mandans, yet, as Fenn makes clear, their sense of themselves as a people with distinctive traditions
endured.
A riveting account of Mandan history, landscapes, and people, Fenn's narrative is enriched and enlivened not
only by science and research but by her own encounters at the heart of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Jones:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Encounters at the
Heart of the World: A History of the Mandan People. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jeremy Jones:

This Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the Mandan People book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the
Mandan People without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the Mandan People can bring if
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the Mandan People
having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Sharon Scott:

The guide with title Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the Mandan People includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Donna Feuerstein:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Encounters at the Heart of the
World: A History of the Mandan People or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the
Mandan People to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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