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As an Iranian Muslim woman and a granddaughter of a well-known ayatollah, Shahla Haeri was accepted
into the communities where she conducted her fieldwork on mut’a, temporary marriage. Mut’a is legally
sanctioned among the Twelver Shi’ites who live predominantly in Iran.
Drawing on rich interviews that would have been denied a Western anthropologist, the author describes the
concept of a temporary-marriage contract, in which a man and an unmarried woman (virgin, widow, or
divorcee) decide how long they want to stay married to each other (from one hour to ninety-nine years) and
how much money is to be given to the temporary wife. Since the Iranian revolution of 1979, the regime has
conduction an intensive campaign to revitalize this form of marriage, and Shi’i ulama (religious scholars)
support it as positive, self-affirming, and cognizant of human needs. Challenged by secularly educated urban
Iranian women, and men and by the West, the ulama have been called upon to address themselves to the
implications of this custom for modern Iranian society, to respond to the changes that mut’a is legally
equivalent to hire or lease, that it is abusive of women, and that it is in fact legalized prostitution. Law if
Desire thus makes available previously untapped and undocumented data about an institution in which
sexuality, morality, religious rules, secular laws, and cultural practices converge. This important work will be
of interest to cultural anthropologist, religious scholars, scholars of the Middle East, and lawyers as well as
to those interested in the role of women in Islamic society.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Healey:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Law of Desire (Contemporary Issues in the
Middle East) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Anita Winn:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Law of Desire (Contemporary Issues in the Middle East) as
your daily resource information.

Mary Burnette:

This book untitled Law of Desire (Contemporary Issues in the Middle East) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Leslie Mickle:

Law of Desire (Contemporary Issues in the Middle East) can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Law of
Desire (Contemporary Issues in the Middle East) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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