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About 120 years ago, James Clerk Maxwell introduced his now legendary hypothetical "demon" as a
challenge to the integrity of the second law of thermodynamics. Fascination with the demon persisted
throughout the development of statistical and quantum physics, information theory, and computer science--
and linkages have been established between Maxwell's demon and each of these disciplines. The demon's
seductive quality makes it appealing to physical scientists, engineers, computer scientists, biologists,
psychologists, and historians and philosophers of science. Until now its important source material has been
scattered throughout diverse journals.

This book brings under one cover twenty-five reprints, including seminal works by Maxwell and William
Thomson; historical reviews by Martin Klein, Edward Daub, and Peter Heimann; information theoretic
contributions by Leo Szilard, Leon Brillouin, Dennis Gabor, and Jerome Rothstein; and innovations by Rolf
Landauer and Charles Bennett illustrating linkages with the limits of computation. An introductory chapter
summarizes the demon's life, from Maxwell's illustration of the second law's statistical nature to the most
recent "exorcism" of the demon based on a need periodically to erase its memory. An annotated
chronological bibliography is included.

Originally published in 1990.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Maxwell's
Demon: Entropy, Information, Computing (Princeton Legacy Library) book as nice and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Emma Latshaw:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Maxwell's
Demon: Entropy, Information, Computing (Princeton Legacy Library).

May Chapa:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually Maxwell's Demon: Entropy, Information, Computing (Princeton Legacy Library).

James Cooper:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Maxwell's Demon: Entropy, Information,
Computing (Princeton Legacy Library) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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