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American s are justly proud of th e role their country played in liberating Europe from Nazi tyranny. For
many years, we have celebrated the courage of Allied soldiers, sailors, and aircrews who defeated Hitler's
regime and restored freedom to the continent. But in recounting the heroism of the "greatest generation,"
Americans often overlook the wartime experiences of European people themselves -- the very people for
whom the war was fought.

In this brilliant new book, historian William I. Hitchcock surveys the European continent from D-Day to the
final battles of the war and the first few months of the peace. Based on exhaustive research in five nations
and dozens of archives, Hitchcock's groundbreaking account shows that the liberation of Europe was both a
military triumph and a human tragedy of epic proportions.

Hitchcock gives voice to those who were on the receiving end of liberation, moving them from the edge of
the story to the center. From France to Poland to Germany, from concentration-camp internees to refugees,
farmers to shopkeepers, husbands and wives to children, the experience of liberation was often difficult and
dangerous. Their gratitude was mixed with guilt or resentment. Their lives were difficult to reassemble.

This strikingly original, multinational history of liberation brings to light the interactions of soldiers and
civilians, the experiences of noncombatants, and the trauma of displacement and loss amid unprecedented
destruction. This book recounts a surprising story, often jarring and uncomfortable, and one that has never
been told with such richness and depth.

Ranging from the ferocious battle for Normandy (where as many French civilians died on D-Day as U.S.
servicemen) to the plains of Poland, from the icy ravines of the Ardennes to the shattered cities and refugee
camps of occupied Germany, The Bitter Road to Freedom depicts in searing detail the shocking price that
Europeans paid for their freedom.

Today, with American soldiers once again waging wars of liberation in faraway lands, this book serves as a
timely and sharp reminder of the terrible human toll exacted by even the most righteous of wars.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory McCormick:

The book The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make examining a book The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe to get your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Bitter
Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Scott Duran:

This The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of
Europe without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
be worry The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe can bring whenever you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New History of the Liberation of Europe having
fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Cassandra Sanderson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Bitter Road to Freedom: A New
History of the Liberation of Europe book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Tammy Dorris:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Bitter Road to Freedom: A
New History of the Liberation of Europe that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,



for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Bitter Road to Freedom: A
New History of the Liberation of Europe become your personal starter.
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