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The relationship between Western democracies and Islam, rarely entirely comfortable, has in recent years
become increasingly tense. A growing immigrant population and worries about cultural and political
assimilation—exacerbated by terrorist attacks in the United States, Europe, and around the world—have
provoked reams of commentary from all parts of the political spectrum, a frustrating majority of it hyperbolic
or even hysterical.

In The Fear of Barbarians, the celebrated intellectual Tzvetan Todorov offers a corrective: a reasoned and
often highly personal analysis of the problem, rooted in Enlightenment values yet open to the claims of
cultural difference. Drawing on history, anthropology, and politics, and bringing to bear examples ranging
from the murder of Theo van Gogh to the French ban on headscarves, Todorov argues that the West must
overcome its fear of Islam if it is to avoid betraying the values it claims to protect. True freedom, Todorov
explains, requires us to strike a delicate balance between protecting and imposing cultural values,
acknowledging the primacy of the law, and yet strenuously protecting minority views that do not interfere
with its aims. Adding force to Todorov's arguments is his own experience as a native of communist Bulgaria:
his admiration of French civic identity—and Western freedom—is vigorous but non-nativist, an inclusive
vision whose very flexibility is its core strength.

The record of a penetrating mind grappling with a complicated, multifaceted problem, The Fear of
Barbarians is a powerful, important book—a call, not to arms, but to thought. 
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Louis:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Fear of Barbarians: Beyond the
Clash of Civilizations is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Andrew Murphy:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Fear of
Barbarians: Beyond the Clash of Civilizations suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer
in this era. The book untitled The Fear of Barbarians: Beyond the Clash of Civilizationsis the main of several
books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Brenda Luna:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Fear of Barbarians: Beyond the
Clash of Civilizations is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Melvin Dwyer:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Fear of Barbarians: Beyond the
Clash of Civilizations can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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