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Popular and scholarly history presents a one-dimensional image of Napoleon as an inveterate instigator of
war who repeatedly sought large-scale military conquests. General Franceschi and Ben Weider dismantle
this false conclusion in The Wars Against Napoleon, a brilliantly written and researched study that turns our
understanding of the French emperor on its head.

Avoiding the simplistic cliche's and rudimentary caricatures many historians use when discussing Napoleon,
Franceschi and Weider argue persuasively that the caricature of the megalomaniac conqueror who bled
Europe white to satisfy his delirious ambitions and insatiable love for war is groundless. By carefully
scrutinizing the facts of the period and scrupulously avoiding the sometimes confusing cause and effect of
major historical events, they paint a compelling portrait of a fundamentally pacifist Napoleon, one
completely at odds with modern scholarly thought.

This rigorous intellectual presentation is based upon three principal themes. The first explains how an
unavoidable belligerent situation existed after the French Revolution of 1789. The new France inherited by
Napoleon was faced with the implacable hatred of reactionary European monarchies determined to restore
the ancient regime. All-out war was therefore inevitable unless France renounced the modern world to which
it had just painfully given birth. The second theme emphasizes Napoleon's determined efforts ("bordering on
an obsession," argue the authors) to avoid this inevitable conflict. The political strategy of the Consulate and
the Empire was based on the intangible principle of preventing or avoiding these wars, not on conquering
territory. Finally, the authors examine, conflict by conflict, the evidence that Napoleon never declared war.
As he later explained at Saint Helena, it was he who was always attacked-not the other way around. His
adversaries pressured and even forced the Emperor to employ his unequalled military genius. After each of
his memorable victories Napoleon offered concessions, often extravagant ones, to the defeated enemy for the
sole purpose of avoiding another war.

Lavishly illustrated, persuasively argued, and carefully illustrated with original maps and battle diagrams,
The Wars Against Napoleon presents a courageous and uniquely accurate historical idea that will surely
arouse vigorous debate within the international historical community.

REVIEWS

"Weider and Franceschi's outstanding new "must read" book shatters the myth of the so-called "Napoleonic
Wars" and compels a long-overdue reevaluation of the image of Napoleon as simply a "war loving
conqueror." Jerry D. Morelock, PhD, ARMCHAIR GENERAL Editor in Chief (May 2008 issue)

"... the authors argue strongly, persuasively, and intellectually for what is, essentially, the other side of the



usual story. They will surely provoke debate within the historical community wherever there is interest in
this period. Recommended for all libraries adding to their Napoleonic collections."D. Poremba, Library
Journal, 01/2008

"supported with maps and diagrams, this courageous book is a very intriguing read." Skirmish Magazine
04/08
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Moreno:

With other case, little people like to read book WARS AGAINST NAPOLEON, THE: Debunking the Myth
of the Napoleonic Wars. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a new book WARS AGAINST NAPOLEON, THE: Debunking the Myth of the
Napoleonic Wars. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ola Hellman:

This WARS AGAINST NAPOLEON, THE: Debunking the Myth of the Napoleonic Wars book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book
will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of WARS AGAINST NAPOLEON, THE:
Debunking the Myth of the Napoleonic Wars without we understand teach the one who studying it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry WARS AGAINST NAPOLEON, THE:
Debunking the Myth of the Napoleonic Wars can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This WARS
AGAINST NAPOLEON, THE: Debunking the Myth of the Napoleonic Wars having excellent arrangement
in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Lillian Kea:

The event that you get from WARS AGAINST NAPOLEON, THE: Debunking the Myth of the Napoleonic
Wars is the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but WARS AGAINST NAPOLEON, THE:
Debunking the Myth of the Napoleonic Wars giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this specific WARS AGAINST NAPOLEON, THE: Debunking the
Myth of the Napoleonic Wars instantly.

Gail Nugent:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,



you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like WARS AGAINST
NAPOLEON, THE: Debunking the Myth of the Napoleonic Wars which is getting the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's find.
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