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Michael Ruse is one of the foremost Charles Darwin scholars of our time. For forty years he has written
extensively on Darwin, the scientific revolution that his work precipitated, and the nature and implications of
evolutionary thinking for today. Now, in the year marking the two hundredth anniversary of Darwin’s birth
and the one hundred fiftieth anniversary of his masterpiece, On the Origin of Species, Ruse reevaluates the
legacy of Darwin in this collection of new and recent essays.

Beginning with pre-Darwinian concepts of organic origins proposed by the great German philosopher
Immanuel Kant, Ruse shows the challenges that Darwin’s radically different idea faced. He then discusses
natural selection as a powerful metaphor; Alfred Russel Wallace, the co-discoverer of the theory of
evolution; Herbert Spencer’s contribution to evolutionary biology; the synthesis of Mendelian genetics and
natural selection; the different views of Julian Huxley and George Gaylord Simpson on evolutionary ethics;
and the influence of Darwin’s ideas on literature. In the final section, Ruse brings the discussion up to date
with a consideration of "evolutionary development" (dubbed "evo devo") as a new evolutionary paradigm
and the effects of Darwin on religion, especially the debate surrounding Intelligent Design theory.

Ruse offers a fresh perspective on topics old and new, challenging the reader to think again about the nature
and consequences of what has been described as the biggest idea ever conceived.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Defining
Darwin: Essays on the History and Philosophy of Evolutionary Biology? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Roxanne Pineda:

The e-book with title Defining Darwin: Essays on the History and Philosophy of Evolutionary Biology has
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Frank Monroe:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Defining Darwin: Essays on the History and
Philosophy of Evolutionary Biology is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

William Vong:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This publication Defining Darwin: Essays on the History and Philosophy of Evolutionary Biology
was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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