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Why do some autocratic leaders pursue aggressive or expansionist foreign policies, while others are much
more cautious in their use of military force? The first book to focus systematically on the foreign policy of
different types of authoritarian regimes, Dictators at War and Peace breaks new ground in our understanding
of the international behavior of dictators.

Jessica L. P. Weeks explains why certain kinds of regimes are less likely to resort to war than others, why
some are more likely to win the wars they start, and why some authoritarian leaders face domestic
punishment for foreign policy failures whereas others can weather all but the most serious military defeat.
Using novel cross-national data, Weeks looks at various nondemocratic regimes, including those of Saddam
Hussein and Joseph Stalin; the Argentine junta at the time of the Falklands War, the military government in
Japan before and during World War II, and the North Vietnamese communist regime. She finds that the
differences in the conflict behavior of distinct kinds of autocracies are as great as those between democracies
and dictatorships. Indeed, some types of autocracies are no more belligerent or reckless than democracies,
casting doubt on the common view that democracies are more selective about war than autocracies.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Hayes:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Dictators at War and Peace
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Don Gonzales:

The book Dictators at War and Peace (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Dictators at
War and Peace (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a e-book Dictators at War and Peace (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Thomas Kelly:

The book Dictators at War and Peace (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Dictators at War and Peace (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Beatrice Raybon:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Dictators at War and Peace (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and study it. Beside that the e-book Dictators at War and Peace (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their
time.
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