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The lesbian bar has long been seen as a mysterious place, steeped in mythologies of clandestine meetings
and sexuality that is alluring because it is wayward and sinful. In The Girls in the Back Room, Kelly Hankin
focuses on the lesbian bar, looking at the way it is portrayed in such films as Foxy Brown, The Killing of
Sister George, Basic Instinct, Bound, and Chasing Amy; in television series like The Simpsons, Xena:
Warrior Princess, Roseanne, Ellen, and Sex and the City; and in independent, lesbian-produced
documentaries.

Hankin examines the lesbian bar through a consideration of the ways its representation in popular culture
both oppresses and nourishes lesbian cultures. In popular commercial entertainment, she finds, the view of
the lesbian bar as a private space for those who practice aberrant sexuality implicitly reinforces heterosexual
spatial and social privilege. Through her in-depth history of the production of 1968's The Killing of Sister
George and the deception involved in director Robert Aldrich's use of a real lesbian bar and its patrons, for
example, Hankin uncovers the heterosexist preconceptions in evidence on both sides of the camera. She
argues that lesbian-produced works effectively challenge this paradigm, articulating and confirming positive
visions of lesbian public life and identity. The Girls in the Back Room provides an engaging historical and
theoretical analysis of the visual lesbian bar as a revelatory intersection of gender, sexuality, and space.

Kelly Hankin is an assistant professor of English at Old Dominion University.
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From reader reviews:

Roman Leonard:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to
remain than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Girls In The
Back Room: Looking At The Lesbian Bar book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Harriett Costello:

The guide untitled Girls In The Back Room: Looking At The Lesbian Bar is the e-book that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Girls In The Back Room: Looking At The Lesbian Bar from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Gerald Allen:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Girls In The Back Room: Looking At The Lesbian Bar can
be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Pamela Dodge:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Girls In
The Back Room: Looking At The Lesbian Bar will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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