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Author and essayist Kiese Laymon is one of the most unique, stirring, and powerful new voices in American
social and cultural commentary. How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America is a collection of
Laymon's essays, touching on subjects ranging from family, race, violence, and celebrity to music, writing,
and coming of age in the rural Mississippi Gulf Coast. Laymon's writing is unflinchingly honest, while also
being smart, lacerating, and unexpectedly funny.

In How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America, Laymon deals in depth with his own personal story,
which is filled with trials (and reflections on those trials) that illuminate under-appreciated aspects of
contemporary American life. As revealed in the book's title essay, Laymon attended three colleges before
earning his undergraduate degree. He was suspended from the first of these institutions, Millsaps College,
following a probationary period resulting from a controversial essay he published on campus. As the school's
president described it, the "Key Essay in question was written by Kiese Laymon, a controversial writer who
consistently editorializes on race issues." Controversy seemed to follow this young writer, but as he himself
puts it, "my job is to ask questions, to broaden the scope of American literature by broadening the scope of
who is written to and imaginatively writes back."

Laymon voice is something new and unexpected in contemporary American writing, mixing a colloquial
voice with acerbic wit, sharp insights, and blast-furnace heat that calls to mind no one so much as a black
21st-century Mark Twain. Much like Twain, Laymon's writing is steeped in controversial issues both private
and public. From his biting critiques of race politics to revelations of his own internal struggles with
American "blackness," Laymon taps into an ongoing conversation that is played out consciously and
subconsciously across all of our artistic, cultural, political, and economic realities.

This collection introduces Laymon as a writer who balances volatile concepts on a razor's edge, and who
chops up much-discussed and often-misunderstood topics with his scathing humor and fresh, unexpected
takes on the ongoing absurdities, frivolities, and calamities of American life.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Ramsey:

The book How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book How to
Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Matthew Dealba:

The guide untitled How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America is the e-book that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Virginia Gauvin:

Why? Because this How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in America is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Andres Edelman:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love How to Slowly Kill Yourself and Others in
America, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.
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