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When "metadata" became breaking news, appearing in stories about surveillance by the National Security
Agency, many members of the public encountered this once-obscure term from information science for the
first time. Should people be reassured that the NSA was "only" collecting metadata about phone calls --
information about the caller, the recipient, the time, the duration, the location -- and not recordings of the
conversations themselves? Or does phone call metadata reveal more than it seems? In this book, Jeffrey
Pomerantz offers an accessible and concise introduction to metadata. In the era of ubiquitous computing,
metadata has become infrastructural, like the electrical grid or the highway system. We interact with it or
generate it every day. It is not, Pomerantz tell us, just "data about data." It is a means by which the
complexity of an object is represented in a simpler form. For example, the title, the author, and the cover art
are metadata about a book. When metadata does its job well, it fades into the background; everyone (except
perhaps the NSA) takes it for granted.Pomerantz explains what metadata is, and why it exists. He
distinguishes among different types of metadata -- descriptive, administrative, structural, preservation, and
use -- and examines different users and uses of each type. He discusses the technologies that make modern
metadata possible, and he speculates about metadata's future. By the end of the book, readers will see
metadata everywhere. Because, Pomerantz warns us, it's metadata's world, and we are just living in it.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Metadata (The
MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) to read.

Jeff Williams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Metadata (The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge series), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Michelle Saunders:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Metadata (The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge series) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Metadata (The
MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one
book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Angela Babb:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is Metadata (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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