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Described by literary critic Robert Morss Lovett as "a novelist of civilization, absorbed in the somewhat
mechanical operations of civilization, absorbed in the somewhat mechanical operations of culture,
preoccupied with the upper ('and inner') class," Pulitzer Prize-winning author Edith Wharton (1862-1937)
also wrote superbly crafted works of short fiction. The seven stories in this excellent collection demonstrate
the author's ability to create memorable tales on themes of love and marriage, divorce, the experience of the
artist, high society and its workings and other topics.
"Souls Belated," a tragedy of mores, focuses on characters overcome by the demands of convention, while
"The Pelican" and "The Muse's Tragedy" both present women whose realities differ from their public
personae. "Expiation" is a satiric, revealing story about the publishing industry, featuring a writer determined
to increase the sales of her first novel. In "The Dilettante," a young man who prides himself on his ability to
manipulate women must face ironic consequences when he introduces his fiancée to his supposed lover.
"Xingu" is a witty satire on the intellectual pretensions of a group of rich women, while "The Other Two"
presents a darkly humorous look at the consequences of divorce.
Gathered in this inexpensive volume, these stories provide an excellent sampling of Wharton's masterly
efforts in the short story genre, a form of fiction she felt especially suited to her talents and one that enabled
her to achieve a focused and intimate realism.
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From reader reviews:

Nora Carter:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Short
Stories (Dover Thrift Editions).

Craig Chivers:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Short Stories (Dover Thrift Editions)
can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

David Conover:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Short Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Jose Batey:

You can find this Short Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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