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Like all human activities, ritual customs, intended to gain advantage or avert disaster by supernatural means,
have left their mark on the archaeological record. Yet archaeologists are often reluctant to recognize
evidence of behavior that has no obvious material purpose. Even where they realize that something unusual
has occurred, they will put forward every other possible explanation in terms of accident or functional utility,
however improbable.
For the first time, Ralph Merrifield systematically looks at the evidence for European ritual from prehistoric
times to the present day. In examining different kinds of ritual, superstition and magic—whether animal
sacrifice, offerings to earth and water, spells and charms, or antidotes to witchcraft—he shows how common
patterns of activity have continued with little alteration over the centuries. Through fundamental changes of
religious belief—from primitive animism to developed paganism, from paganism to Christianity, from
traditional Catholicism to Protestantism, and even from religious faith to scientific rationalism—the same
kinds of simple ritual have survived to give comfort and a sense of security.
Profusely illustrated, this provocative and readable study will not only be required reading for archaeologists
at all levels, but will also appeal to all those interested in folklore and the oddities of human behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Archaeology of Ritual and Magic
will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Karen Chan:

This The Archaeology of Ritual and Magic book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific The Archaeology of Ritual and Magic without we understand teach the one who looking at it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The Archaeology of Ritual and Magic can bring
when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This The Archaeology of Ritual and Magic having very good arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Michelle Labat:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When
you read this The Archaeology of Ritual and Magic, you may tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Shirley Hinkle:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Archaeology of Ritual and Magic can be great book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.
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