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Codiscoverer of the theory of evolution by natural selection, Alfred Russel Wallace should be recognized as
one of the titans of Victorian science. Instead he has long been relegated to a secondary place behind
Darwin. Worse, many scholars have overlooked or even mocked his significant contributions to other aspects
of Victorian culture. With An Elusive Victorian, Martin Fichman provides the first comprehensive analytical
study of Wallace's life and controversial intellectual career.

Fichman examines not only Wallace's scientific work as an evolutionary theorist and field naturalist but also
his philosophical concerns, his involvement with theism, and his commitment to land nationalization and
other sociopolitical reforms such as women's rights. As Fichman shows, Wallace worked throughout his life
to integrate these humanistic and scientific interests. His goal: the development of an evolutionary
cosmology, a unified vision of humanity's place in nature and society that he hoped would ensure the dignity
of all individuals.

To reveal the many aspects of this compelling figure, Fichman not only reexamines Wallace's published
works, but also probes the contents of his lesser known writings, unpublished correspondence, and copious
annotations in books from his personal library. Rather than consider Wallace's science as distinct from his
sociopolitical commitments, An Elusive Victorian assumes a mutually beneficial relationship between the
two, one which shaped Wallace into one of the most memorable characters of his time. Fully situating
Wallace's wide-ranging work in its historical and cultural context, Fichman's innovative and insightful
account will interest historians of science, religion, and Victorian culture as well as biologists.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Sanders:

In other case, little people like to read book An Elusive Victorian: The Evolution of Alfred Russel Wallace.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some
sort of book An Elusive Victorian: The Evolution of Alfred Russel Wallace. You can add understanding and
of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Judith Carter:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this An Elusive Victorian: The Evolution of
Alfred Russel Wallace e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation An Elusive
Victorian: The Evolution of Alfred Russel Wallace as good book not merely by the cover but also with the
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Dominique Rigney:

The book untitled An Elusive Victorian: The Evolution of Alfred Russel Wallace contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author
provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Jennifer Pittman:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book An Elusive Victorian: The Evolution of Alfred Russel Wallace we can acquire more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book An Elusive
Victorian: The Evolution of Alfred Russel Wallace. You can more inviting than now.
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