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The passage of the 1902 Reclamation Act created a mandate for the federal government to build dams on the
Colorado River and its powerful tributaries. By 1920 the US Geological Survey had surveyed the river’s
main courses, but still needed accurate charts of the last stretches of deep canyons and white-water rapids,
accessible only by boat.Rough-Water Man is the first detailed account of these mapping expeditions by the
USGS—the San Juan Canyon in 1921, the upper Green River in 1922, and the Grand Canyon in 1923.
Illustrated throughout with period photographs, it is also the personal story of twenty-four-year-old Henry
Elwyn Blake Jr., the only boatman to crew on each of the three trips, evolving from novice waterman to
expert rapids runner. Drawing on Blake’s diaries, as well as the writings of other USGS surveyors, Rough-
Water Man conveys the danger and hardships of navigating these waters with heavy wooden boats and oars.
Even today, in rubber pontoons, traversing these canyons is an awesome and exhilarating experience. When
Blake and his companions surveyed it, the Colorado ran free and wild from Wyoming to the Sea of Cortez.
Westwood gives us mile-by-mile and day-by-day accounts of running these rapids before their canyons were
flooded and waters tamed, before the rivers had ever been charted.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Cabrera:

The book Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Rough-Water
Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Karen Bell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can do in
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guardería until university need that Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions to read.

Homer Anderson:

This Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions usually are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado
River Expeditions can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions forcing you to have
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Robert Dunham:

Beside this specific Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions in your phone, it could
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Rough-Water Man: Elwyn Blake'S Colorado River Expeditions because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it?
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