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This is a study of one of the leading politicians of Independent Mexico, Jose Maria Tornel y Mendivil,
whose loyalty to Santa Anna and whose skills as a writer led him to play a crucial role in enabling the
caudillo's repeated rise to power during this period. This first biography of Tornel in English provides a new
insight into the political thought of the santanistas and the ways in which Santa Anna was able to return to
power time and again in spite of the fact that he was deemed responsible for such major national disasters as
the Texas campaign of 1836 and the 1847 defeat against the United States. A close analysis of Tornel's own
political evolution, from advocating a radical federalist agenda in the 1820s to defending reactionary
dictatorship in the 1850s, illustrates the extent to which the santanistas' policies changed as the hopeful, early
1820s degenerated into the despair of the late 1840s.

As the leading ideologue of the santanistas, a study of his politics, paying close attention to the way they
evolved in response to the different crises Mexico underwent, highlights, for the first time, the extent to
which Santa Anna and his followers upheld a particular political agenda which was essentially populist,
militaristic, antipolitics, and nationalistic, and varied depending on the prevailing circumstances and the
different historical contexts in which it surfaced. A study of Tornel's activities as Santa Anna's main informer
in the capital, his leading propagandist, and as a key player in the orchestration of revolts such as the 1834
Plan of Cuernavaca, serves to show the extent to which Santa Anna's success relied on Tornel's services.
Coincidentally or not, without Tornel, Santa Anna was not able to return to power after his fall in 1855.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

The book with title Tornel and Santa Anna: The Writer and the Caudillo, Mexico 1795-1853 (Contributions
in Latin American Studies) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Lee Parkin:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Tornel and Santa Anna: The Writer and the
Caudillo, Mexico 1795-1853 (Contributions in Latin American Studies), you are able to enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Mary Young:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Tornel and Santa Anna: The Writer and the Caudillo, Mexico 1795-1853 (Contributions in Latin American
Studies). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.

Ricardo Hempel:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Tornel and Santa Anna: The Writer and the Caudillo, Mexico 1795-1853 (Contributions in Latin
American Studies) when you necessary it?
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