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In June 1812 the still-infant United States had the audacity to declare war on the British Empire. Fought
between creaking sailing ships and armies often led by bumbling generals, the ensuing conflict featured a tit-
for-tat "You burned our capital, so we'll burn yours" and a legendary battle unknowingly fought after the
signing of a peace treaty.

During the course of the war, the young American navy proved its mettle as the USS Constitution, "Old
Ironsides," sent two first-rate British frigates to the bottom, and a twenty-seven-year-old lieutenant named
Oliver Hazard Perry hoisted a flag exhorting, "Don't Give Up the Ship," and chased the British from Lake
Erie. By 1814, however, the United States was no longer fighting for free trade, sailors' rights, and as much
of Canada as it could grab, but for its very existence as a nation. With Washington in flames, only a valiant
defense at Fort McHenry saved Baltimore from a similar fate.

Here are the stories of commanding generals such as America's Henry "Granny" Dearborn, double-dealing
James Wilkinson, and feisty Andrew Jackson, as well as Great Britain's gallant Sir Isaac Brock, overly
cautious Sir George Prevost, and Rear Admiral George Cockburn, the man who put the torch to Washington.
Here too are those inadvertently caught up in the war, from heroine farm wife Laura Secord, whom some call
Canada's Paul Revere, to country doctor William Beanes, whose capture set the stage for Francis Scott Key
to write "The Star-Spangled Banner."

1812: The War That Forged a Nation presents a sweeping narrative that emphasizes the struggle's
importance to America's coming-of-age as a nation. Though frequently overlooked between the American
Revolution and the Civil War, the War of 1812 did indeed span half a continent -- from Mackinac Island to
New Orleans, and Lake Champlain to Horseshoe Bend -- and it paved the way for the conquest of the other
half.

During the War of 1812, the United States cast aside its cloak of colonial adolescence and -- with both
humiliating and glorious moments -- found the fire that was to forge a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Townsend:

Here thing why this particular 1812: The War of 1812 are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. 1812: The War of 1812 giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no publication that similar with 1812: The War of 1812. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of 1812: The War of
1812 in e-book can be your alternate.

Brad Bennett:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take 1812: The War of 1812 as the daily resource information.

John Beaulieu:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This 1812: The War of 1812 can be the answer, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Lula Day:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and 1812: The War of 1812 or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to include
their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes 1812: The War of 1812 to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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