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A Social History of Women in Ireland is an important and overdue book that explores the role and
status of women in Ireland from 1870 until 1970, looking at politics, sociology, marriage patterns,
religion, education and work among other topics. It provides a vital missing piece in the jigsaw of
modern Irish history.

Using a combination of primary research and published works, A Social History of Women in Ireland
explores the role and status of women in Ireland. It examines lifestyle options available to women during this
period as well as providing an overview of the forces working for change within Irish society. In bringing
together a wide-ranging portfolio of material, A Social History of Women in Ireland 1870–1970 fills an
important gap in the literature of the period by focusing on the experiences of Irish women, a group so often
overlooked in histories of revolutionary men and prominent politicians.

Crucial to a determination of the status of women throughout this period is an examination of the choices
available regarding work, marriage and emigration. Rosemary Cullen Owens stresses at all times the
importance of class and land ownership as key determinants for women’s lives. A decrease in home
industries allied to increasing mechanisation on the farm resulted in a contraction of labour opportunities for
rural women. With the establishment of an independent farming class, the distinguishing criteria for status in
rural Ireland became ownership of land, in which single-minded patriarchal figures dominated. In this
context, the position of women declined, and a society evolved with a high pattern of late-age marriages,
large numbers of unwed sons and daughters, and an accepted pattern of emigration.

In the cities and towns, the condition of lower-working-class women was especially distressing for most of
the period, with particular problems regarding housing, health and sanitation. Through the work of
campaigning activists, equal educational and political rights were eventually attained. From the early 1900s
there was some expansion in female employment in shops, offices and industry, but domestic service
remained a high source of employment. For middle-class women, employment opportunities were limited
and usually disappeared on marriage. The civil service — a major employer in an economy that was
generally un-dynamic and stagnant — operated a bar on married women for much of the period.

Rosemary Cullen Owens not merely traces these injustices but also the campaigns fought to right them. She
locates these struggles in the wider social context in which they took place. This important book restores
balance to the narrative of modern Irish history, changing the focus from key male political figures to society
at large by unveiling the often forgotten story of the country’s women over a tumultuous century of change.
In doing so, Rosemary Cullen Owens enriches our understanding of Irish history from 1870 to 1970.
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From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

The book A Social History of Women in Ireland, 1870-1970: An Exploration of the Changing Role and
Status of Women in Irish Society can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book A Social History of Women in
Ireland, 1870-1970: An Exploration of the Changing Role and Status of Women in Irish Society? A number
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A Social History of Women in
Ireland, 1870-1970: An Exploration of the Changing Role and Status of Women in Irish Society has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Andrea Whitt:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Social History of Women
in Ireland, 1870-1970: An Exploration of the Changing Role and Status of Women in Irish Society, you may
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Chris Manley:

Beside that A Social History of Women in Ireland, 1870-1970: An Exploration of the Changing Role and
Status of Women in Irish Society in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have A Social
History of Women in Ireland, 1870-1970: An Exploration of the Changing Role and Status of Women in
Irish Society because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Dora Mohammed:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By



book A Social History of Women in Ireland, 1870-1970: An Exploration of the Changing Role and Status of
Women in Irish Society we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative
person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life with this book A Social History of Women in Ireland, 1870-1970: An Exploration
of the Changing Role and Status of Women in Irish Society. You can more inviting than now.
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