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The Berlin Wall was the symbol of the Cold War. For the first time, this path-breaking book tells the behind-
the-scenes story of the communists' decision to build the Wall in 1961. Hope Harrison's use of archival
sources from the former East German and Soviet regimes is unrivalled, and from these sources she builds a
highly original and provocative argument: the East Germans pushed the reluctant Soviets into building the
Berlin Wall.

This fascinating work portrays the different approaches favored by the East Germans and the Soviets to stop
the exodus of refugees to West Germany. In the wake of Stalin's death in 1953, the Soviets refused the East
German request to close their border to West Berlin. The Kremlin rulers told the hard-line East German
leaders to solve their refugee problem not by closing the border, but by alleviating their domestic and foreign
problems. The book describes how, over the next seven years, the East German regime managed to resist
Soviet pressures for liberalization and instead pressured the Soviets into allowing them to build the Berlin
Wall. Driving the Soviets Up the Wall forces us to view this critical juncture in the Cold War in a different
light. Harrison's work makes us rethink the nature of relations between countries of the Soviet bloc even at
the height of the Cold War, while also contributing to ongoing debates over the capacity of weaker states to
influence their stronger allies.
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From reader reviews:

Michel Wilkerson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Driving the Soviets up the Wall: Soviet-East German Relations, 1953-1961
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). Try to stumble through book Driving the Soviets up
the Wall: Soviet-East German Relations, 1953-1961 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics)
as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Richard Horgan:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Driving the
Soviets up the Wall: Soviet-East German Relations, 1953-1961 (Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics).

Kara Hogan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Driving the Soviets up the Wall: Soviet-East German
Relations, 1953-1961 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can be excellent book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Dawn Brown:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of



book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Driving
the Soviets up the Wall: Soviet-East German Relations, 1953-1961 (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics) will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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