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Paramount in the shaping of early Byzantine identity was the construction of the church of Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople (532-537 CE). This book examines the edifice from the perspective of aesthetics to define the
concept of beauty and the meaning of art in early Byzantium. Byzantine aesthetic thought is re-evaluated
against late antique Neoplatonism and the writings of Pseudo-Dionysius that offer fundamental paradigms
for the late antique attitude towards art and beauty. These metaphysical concepts of aesthetics are ultimately
grounded in experiences of sensation and perception, and reflect the ways in which the world and reality
were perceived and grasped, signifying the cultural identity of early Byzantium.

There are different types of aesthetic data, those present in the aesthetic object and those found in aesthetic
responses to the object. This study looks at the aesthetic data embodied in the sixth-century architectural
structure and interior decoration of Hagia Sophia as well as in literary responses (ekphrasis) to the building.
The purpose of the Byzantine ekphrasis was to convey by verbal means the same effects that the artefact
itself would have caused. A literary analysis of these rhetorical descriptions recaptures the Byzantine
perception and expectations, and at the same time reveals the cognitive processes triggered by the Great
Church.

The central aesthetic feature that emerges from sixth-century ekphraseis of Hagia Sophia is that of light.
Light is described as the decisive element in the experience of the sacred space and light is simultaneously
associated with the notion of wisdom. It is argued that the concepts of light and wisdom are interwoven
programmatic elements that underlie the unique architecture and non-figurative decoration of Hagia Sophia.
A similar concern for the phenomenon of light and its epistemological dimension is reflected in other
contemporary monuments, testifying to the pervasiveness of these aesthetic values in early Byzantium.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Proctor:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Hagia Sophia and the Byzantine
Aesthetic Experience. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Linda Doyle:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Hagia Sophia and
the Byzantine Aesthetic Experience suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Hagia Sophia and the Byzantine Aesthetic Experienceis one of several books
this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with
this book.

Joseph Dolezal:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Hagia Sophia and the
Byzantine Aesthetic Experience.

Jason Scott:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Hagia Sophia and the Byzantine Aesthetic
Experience is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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