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In books, television programs, and films, Jewish men are often depicted as erudite, comedic, malleable, and
non-threatening -- somewhere between Clark Kent and the early Woody Allen. Yet as Warren Rosenberg
shows in this illuminating study, this widespread cultural image is not only overly simplistic, it is at odds
with a legacy of Jewish male violence that goes back to the first chapters of Genesis when Cain slew Abel.

From Biblical depictions of heroic warriors like King David to the medieval Jewish legend of the Golem (a
fierce man of clay created by Cabalistic magic) to the fictional Alexander Portnoy, Jewish ideas of manhood
reflect a simultaneous resistance and attraction to violence. According to Rosenberg, it is an ambivalence
shaped by millennia of oppression as well as by the clash of Western ideas of masculinity with Eastern
European rabbinical injunctions against violent action. The result has been not only gender confusion, but a
suppressed rage evident in a broad range of texts created by Jewish men, from nineteenth-century Yiddish
stories to contemporary Hollywood films. Isaac Babel, Henry Roth, Norman Mailer, Saul Bellow, Philip
Roth, David Mamet, Barry Levinson, and Steven Spielberg are just some of the writers and filmmakers
whose lives and works are marked by this legacy of rage.

Yet if the need to affirm masculinity through violence remains an unacknowledged aspect of Jewish male
identity, Rosenberg argues, it is not a historical inevitability. As the work of Cynthia Ozick and Tony
Kushner suggests, it is possible to construct new ideas of Jewish manhood by exposing the hidden fallacies
of the old.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity,
Violence, and Culture book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Gary Farrell:

The guide untitled Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture is the book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language
that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Richard Byrnes:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have
read is definitely Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture.

Laverne Dunbar:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get just before. The Legacy of Rage: Jewish Masculinity, Violence, and Culture giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better
life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?
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