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Even in secular and civil contexts, marriage retains sacramental connotations. Yet what moral significance
does it have? This book examines its morally salient features -- promise, commitment, care, and contract --
with surprising results. In Part One, "De-Moralizing Marriage," essays on promise and commitment argue
that we cannot promise to love and so wedding vows are (mostly) failed promises, and that marriage may be
a poor commitment strategy. The book contends with the most influential philosophical accounts of the
moral value of marriage to argue that marriage has no inherent moral significance. Further, the special value
accorded marriage sustains amatonormative discrimination - discrimination against non-amorous or non-
exclusive caring relationships such as friendships, adult care networks, polyamorous groups, or urban tribes.
The discussion raises issues of independent interest for the moral philosopher such as the possibilities and
bounds of interpersonal moral obligations and the nature of commitment.
The central argument of Part Two, "Democratizing Marriage," is that liberal reasons for recognizing same-
sex marriage also require recognition of groups, polyamorists, polygamists, friends, urban tribes, and adult
care networks. Political liberalism requires the disestablishment of monogamous amatonormative marriage.
Under the constraints of public reason, a liberal state must refrain from basing law solely on moral or
religious doctrines; but only such doctrines could furnish reason for restricting marriage to male-female
couples or romantic love dyads. Restrictions on marriage should thus be minimized. But public reason can
provide a strong rationale for minimal marriage: care, and social supports for care, are a matter of
fundamental justice. Part Two also responds to challenges posed by property division on divorce, polygyny,
and supporting parenting, and builds on critiques of marriage drawn from feminism, queer theory, and race
theory. It argues, using the example of minimal marriage, for the compatibility of liberalism and feminism.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Whitaker:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Minimizing Marriage:
Marriage, Morality, and the Law (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) book as beginning and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Christian Rice:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Minimizing Marriage: Marriage, Morality, and the
Law (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) as your daily resource information.

Corinna Edwards:

This book untitled Minimizing Marriage: Marriage, Morality, and the Law (Studies in Feminist Philosophy)
to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your
list.

James McFarland:

Minimizing Marriage: Marriage, Morality, and the Law (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Minimizing Marriage: Marriage, Morality, and the Law (Studies in Feminist Philosophy) yet doesn't forget
the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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