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George Herbert Mead, one of America’s most important and influential philosophers, a founder of
pragmatism, social psychology, and symbolic interactionism, was also a keen observer of American culture
and early modernism. In the period from the 1870s to 1895, Henry Northrup Castle maintained a
correspondence with family members and with Mead—his best friend at Oberlin College and brother-in-
law—that reveals many of the intellectual, economic, and cultural forces that shaped American thought in
that complex era. Close friends of John Dewey, Jane Addams, and other leading Chicago Progressives, the
author of these often intimate letters comments frankly on pivotal events affecting higher education,
developments at Oberlin College, Hawaii (where the Castles lived), progressivism, and the general angst that
many young intellectuals were experiencing in early modern America.

The letters, drawn from the Mead-Castle collection at the University of Chicago, were collected and edited
by Mead after the tragic death of Henry Castle in a shipping accident in the North Sea. Working with his
wife Helen Castle (one of Henry’s sisters), he privately published fifty copies of the letters to record an
important relationship and as an intellectual history of two progressive thinkers at the end of the nineteenth
century. American historians, such as Robert Crunden and Gary Cook, have noted the importance of the
letters to historians of the late nineteenth century.

The letters are made available here using the basic Mead text of 1902. Additional insights into the
connection between Mead, John Dewey, Henry and Harriet Castle, and Hawaii’s progressive kindergarten
system are provided by the foundation’s executive director Alfred L. Castle. Marvin Krislov, president of
Oberlin College, has added additional comments on the importance of the letters to understanding the
intellectual relationship that flourished at Oberlin College.

Published with the support of the Samuel N. and Mary Castle Foundation.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Rode:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle as
your daily resource information.

Larry Hudgens:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Mona Savoy:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior
to. The The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle giving you a different experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Alice Hille:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Collected Letters of Henry Northrup Castle why because
the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or



content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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