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Socialism first gained a major foothold in Japan after the revolution and the subsequent Meiji restoration of
1868. Against the background of the rapid development of capitalism in Japan after the revolution, and the
accompanying emergence of the working class, this study shows how early Japanese socialists drew on both
Western influences and elements from traditional Japanese culture. In the early 1980s most of the world
interested in Japan was fascinated by its educational system, industrial policy or low crime rates – things
which explained the economic miracle and made it ‘Number One’. John Crump, however, was searching for
the origins of socialist thought there. Historians of the socialist movement before and since the 1980s have
described the thought of those who figure in the dramas Crump describes. What sets his study apart is the
degree to which the theoretical debates discussed matter to him. Other authors often lack sympathy with, or
seem frustrated by, the importance given to apparently trivial differences that consumed endless debate.
However, at the time he wrote this book, the author was still an activist, even though his activity manifested
itself mainly in his scholarship. His aim was to do more than give an account of the formation of socialist
thought in Japan. He wanted his readers to think more deeply about the development of capitalism in Japan.
This book made an original contribution to the study of Japan in the 1980s. Its unique perspective shines a
bright light on debates still relevant today.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Origins of Socialist Thought in
Japan (Routledge Library Editions: Japan) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or ideal book with you?

William Davis:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Origins of Socialist Thought in Japan (Routledge Library
Editions: Japan) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Bridget Chacon:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Origins of Socialist Thought in Japan (Routledge Library Editions: Japan) your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Origins of Socialist Thought in Japan (Routledge
Library Editions: Japan) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Paul Day:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Origins of Socialist Thought in
Japan (Routledge Library Editions: Japan) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide The Origins of Socialist Thought in Japan (Routledge Library Editions:



Japan) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
these time.
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