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Examines and measures the extent to which statutory language affects judicial behavior.

How does the language of legislative statutes affect judicial behavior? Scholars of the judiciary have rarely
studied this question despite statutes being, theoretically, the primary opportunity for legislatures to ensure
that those individuals who interpret the law will follow their preferences. In Checking the Courts, Kirk A.
Randazzo and Richard W. Waterman offer a model that integrates ideological and legal factors through an
empirical measure of statutory discretion. The model is tested across multiple judicial institutions, at both the
federal and state levels, and reveals that judges are influenced by the levels of discretion afforded in the
legislative statutes. In those cases where lawmakers have clear policy preferences, legislation encourages
judges to strictly interpret the plain meaning of the law. Conversely, if policy preferences are unclear,
legislation leaves open the possibility that judges will make decisions based on their own ideological policy
preferences. Checking the Courts thus provides us with a better understanding of the dynamic interplay
between law and ideology.

“…the authors deserve much credit for the extensive and unquestionably time-consuming research reported
in this book.” — Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Books

Kirk A. Randazzo is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of South Carolina and author
of Defenders of Liberty or Champions of Security? Federal Courts, the Hierarchy of Justice, and U.S.
Foreign Policy, also published by SUNY Press.

Richard W. Waterman is Professor of Political Science at the University of Kentucky and the author of
several books, including The Changing American Presidency: New Perspectives on Presidential Power.
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From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Checking the Courts: Law,
Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick
Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) become your own personal starter.

Anne Shivers:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be go through. Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Karen Morris:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to your account is Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion
(SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Shirley Bishop:

Beside this Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if
you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Checking the Courts: Law,
Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's



exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
along with read it from right now!
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