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Conjugal Rights is a history of the role of marriage and other arrangements between men and women in
Libreville, Gabon, during the French colonial era, from the mid–nineteenth century through 1960.
Conventional historiography has depicted women as few in number and of limited influence in African
colonial towns, but this book demonstrates that a sexual economy of emotional, social, legal, and physical
relationships between men and women indelibly shaped urban life.

Bridewealth became a motor of African economic activity, as men and women promised, earned, borrowed,
transferred, and absconded with money to facilitate interpersonal relationships. Colonial rule increased the
fluidity of customary marriage law, as chiefs and colonial civil servants presided over multiple courts, and
city residents strategically chose the legal arena in which to arbitrate a conjugal-sexual conflict. Sexual and
domestic relationships with European men allowed some African women to achieve a greater degree of
economic and social mobility. An eventual decline of marriage rates resulted in new sexual mores, as women
and men sought to rebalance the roles of pleasure, respectability, and legality in having sex outside of kin-
sanctioned marriage.

Rachel Jean-Baptiste expands the discourse on sexuality in Africa and challenges conventional
understandings of urban history beyond the study of the built environment. Marriage and sexual relations
determined how people defined themselves as urbanites and shaped the shifting physical landscape of
Libreville. Conjugal Rights takes a fresh look at questions of the historical construction of race and ethnicity.
Despite the efforts of the French colonial government and society to enforce boundaries between black and
white, interracial sexual and domestic relationships persisted. Black and métisse women gained economic
and social capital from these relationships, allowing some measure of freedom in the colonial capital city.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tiller:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will require this Conjugal Rights: Marriage, Sexuality, and Urban Life in Colonial Libreville, Gabon (New
African Histories).

Hope Giles:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Conjugal Rights: Marriage, Sexuality, and
Urban Life in Colonial Libreville, Gabon (New African Histories) is simple bringing you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Alan Archuleta:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Conjugal Rights: Marriage, Sexuality, and
Urban Life in Colonial Libreville, Gabon (New African Histories) which is finding the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's observe.

Belinda Smith:

This Conjugal Rights: Marriage, Sexuality, and Urban Life in Colonial Libreville, Gabon (New African
Histories) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this Conjugal Rights: Marriage, Sexuality, and Urban Life in
Colonial Libreville, Gabon (New African Histories) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So
, don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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