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The words "left" and "right" often signal a political divide in debates about topics as diverse as abortion,
capital punishment, gun control, social welfare, taxation, immigration, and the environment. Despite claims
that political polarization is in decline, its persistence suggests that it is inherent to our society. At the same
time, variations in the perception of each side indicate that these labels do not fully capture the reality of
ideological disagreement.

In Left and Right, Christopher Cochrane traces the origins of this political language to the very nature of
ideology. What is ideology, what does it look like, and how does it manifest itself in patterns of political
disagreement in Western democracies? Drawing on five decades of evidence from political scientists,
including public opinion surveys, elite surveys, and content analysis of political party election platforms,
Cochrane employs a new method to analyze the structure and evolution of the left/right divide in twenty-one
Western countries since 1945. He then delves into the central argument of the book - that the language of left
and right describes a meaningful, perceptible, and quantifiable pattern of political disagreement that has
persisted over time and around the world.

Calling for an adjustment to the way we view Canadian politics, Left and Right opens a window into the
world of political ideologies - a world we see every day, but rarely analyze, define, or agree on.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

The feeling that you get from Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in
Urban Governance) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Left and Right: The
Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this specific Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas
(McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) instantly.

Jeffrey Richard:

Typically the book Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban
Governance) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book
Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

John Loya:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The Left and Right: The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's
Studies in Urban Governance) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Dianna Weaver:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need
to know that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Left and Right:
The Small World of Political Ideas (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance).
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