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Water is not only a source of life and culture. It is also a source of power, conflicting interests and identity
battles. Rights to materially access, culturally organize and politically control water resources are poorly
understood by mainstream scientific approaches and hardly addressed by current normative frameworks.
These issues become even more challenging when law and policy-makers and dominant power groups try to
grasp, contain and handle them in multicultural societies. The struggles over the uses, meanings and
appropriation of water are especially well-illustrated in Andean communities and local water systems of
Peru, Chile, Ecuador, and Bolivia, as well as in Native American communities in south-western USA.

The problem is that throughout history, these nation-states have attempted to 'civilize' and bring into the
mainstream the different cultures and peoples within their borders instead of understanding 'context' and
harnessing the strengths and potentials of diversity. This book examines the multi-scale struggles for cultural
justice and socio-economic re-distribution that arise as Latin American communities and user federations
seek access to water resources and decision-making power regarding their control and management. It is set
in the dynamic context of unequal, globalizing power relations, politics of scale and identity, environmental
encroachment and the increasing presence of extractive industries that are creating additional pressures on
local livelihoods.

While much of the focus of the book is on the Andean Region, a number of comparative chapters are also
included. These address issues such as water rights and defence strategies in neighbouring countries and
those of Native American people in the southern USA, as well as state reform and multi-culturalism across
Latin and Native America and the use of international standards in struggles for indigenous water rights. This
book shows that, against all odds, people are actively contesting neoliberal globalization and water power
plays. In doing so, they construct new, hybrid water rights systems, livelihoods, cultures and hydro-political
networks, and dynamically challenge the mainstream powers and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Out
of the Mainstream: Water Rights, Politics and Identity.

Robert Leggett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Out of the Mainstream: Water Rights, Politics and Identity will give you new experience in
reading a book.

Jeanie Hynes:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Out of the Mainstream: Water Rights, Politics and
Identity can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Out of the
Mainstream: Water Rights, Politics and Identity.

Benjamin Munk:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will
filled update of news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just in search of the Out of the Mainstream: Water Rights, Politics and Identity when you
needed it?
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