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Why do some things pass under the radar of our attention, but other things capture our interest? Why do
some religions catch on and others fade away? What makes a story, a movie, or a book riveting? Why do
some people keep watching the news even though it makes them anxious?
The past 20 years have seen a remarkable flourishing of scientific research into exactly these kinds of
questions. Professor Jim Davies' fascinating and highly accessible book, Riveted, reveals the evolutionary
underpinnings of why we find things compelling, from art to religion and from sports to superstition.
Compelling things fit our minds like keys in the ignition, turning us on and keeping us running, and yet we
are often unaware of what makes these "keys" fit. What we like and don't like is almost always determined
by subconscious forces, and when we try to consciously predict our own preferences we're often wrong. In
one study of speed dating, people were asked what kinds of partners they found attractive. When the results
came back, the participants' answers before the exercise had no correlation with who they actually found
attractive in person! We are beginning to understand just how much the brain makes our decisions for us: we
are rewarded with a rush of pleasure when we detect patterns, as the brain thinks we've discovered something
significant; the mind urges us to linger on the news channel or rubberneck an accident in case it might pick
up important survival information; it even pushes us to pick up People magazine in order to find out about
changes in the social structure.Drawing on work from philosophy, anthropology, religious studies,
psychology, economics, computer science, and biology, Davies offers a comprehensive explanation to show
that in spite of the differences between the many things that we find compelling, they have similar effects on
our minds and brains.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Faria:

The reason why? Because this Riveted: The Science of Why Jokes Make Us Laugh, Movies Make Us Cry,
and Religion Makes Us Feel One with the Universe is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Christine Scott:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Riveted: The Science of Why Jokes
Make Us Laugh, Movies Make Us Cry, and Religion Makes Us Feel One with the Universe, you are able to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Bradley Simpson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Riveted: The Science
of Why Jokes Make Us Laugh, Movies Make Us Cry, and Religion Makes Us Feel One with the Universe
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Marietta Allred:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Riveted: The Science of Why Jokes Make
Us Laugh, Movies Make Us Cry, and Religion Makes Us Feel One with the Universe to make your own
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and examining
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the book Riveted:
The Science of Why Jokes Make Us Laugh, Movies Make Us Cry, and Religion Makes Us Feel One with the



Universe can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of the time.
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