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The first of Zakaria Tamer's collections of stories to be published in English as a complete unit, "Breaking
Knees" is a daring work of art that deals with taboo subjects like religion and sexuality in a frank manner and
expresses an urgently felt need for change. The general theme of "Breaking Knees", as of much of Tamer's
work, is repression: of the individual by the institutions of state and religion and of individuals by each other,
particularly women by men. Thus the question of authority - political, social, sexual and religious - forms the
thematic core of the book, with (female) sexuality receiving the lion's share of concern. Political authority is
manifest in the emphasis in many stories on the machinations of the police state - arbitrary arrest and
detention, interrogations, corruption. Social authority expresses itself in the patriarchal cultural order and
dominance of religious and cultural institutions and conventions that constrain individual freedom.Many
stories stress religious hypocrisy and the unfilled sexual expectations of women. In bringing together
religion, politics and sexuality (sometimes all three in the same story), the author is telling us indirectly that
these forms of oppression are all connected. From the perspective of the countless Arab individuals who
have adopted modern values based on democratic institutions and human rights, the state of affairs
characterized by political and cultural stagnation, a destructive worship of tradition and a glorification of a
mythical past, appears truly dire.
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From reader reviews:

Jerrod Spicher:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Breaking Knees: Modern Arabic
Short Stories from Syria. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Luciana Findley:

The e-book with title Breaking Knees: Modern Arabic Short Stories from Syria has a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Clarence Duncan:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Breaking Knees: Modern Arabic Short Stories from Syria will give you a new experience in studying a book.

James Koenig:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Breaking Knees: Modern
Arabic Short Stories from Syria.
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