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Uses historical case studies to illuminate women’s claims to emancipation and to sexual subjectivity during
the tumultuous Wilhelmine and Weimar periods in Germany.

Desiring Emancipation traces middle-class German women’s claims to gender emancipation and sexual
subjectivity in the pre-Nazi era. The emergence of homosexual identities and concepts in this same time
frame provided the context for expression of individual struggles with self, femininity, and sex. The book
asks how women used new concepts and opportunities to construct selves in relationship to family, society,
state, and culture. Taking a queer approach, Desiring Emancipation’s goal is not to find homosexuals in
history, but to analyze how women reworked categories of gender and sex. Marti M. Lybeck interrogates
their desires, demonstrating that emancipation was fraught with conflict, anachronism, and disappointment.

Each chapter is a microhistorical recreation of the actions, writings, contexts, and conflicts of specific groups
of women. The topics include the experience of first-generation university students, public debates about
female homosexuality, and the stories of three civil servants whose careers were ruined by workplace
accusations of homosexuality. The book concludes with a debate between the women who joined the 1920s
homosexual movement on the meanings of their new identities.

Marti M. Lybeck is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin–La Crosse.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Berry:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Desiring
Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series in Queer Politics and
Cultures) suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book
untitled Desiring Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series in
Queer Politics and Cultures)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Kenton Marshall:

The e-book untitled Desiring Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933
(SUNY series in Queer Politics and Cultures) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write
the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Desiring Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series in
Queer Politics and Cultures) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jim Molnar:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Desiring Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series in
Queer Politics and Cultures) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Charles Parker:

Beside this Desiring Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series
in Queer Politics and Cultures) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Desiring
Emancipation: New Women and Homosexuality in Germany, 1890-1933 (SUNY series in Queer Politics and
Cultures) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have



book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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