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What is the kimono? Everyday garment? Art object? Symbol of Japan? As Terry Satsuki Milhaupt explains
in this book, the kimono has served all of these roles, its meaning changing across time and with the
perspective of the wearer or viewer.
Kimono: A Modern History traces the transformation of the kimono from everyday garment to national
symbol of Japan. It begins by revealing the foundations of the modern kimono fashion industry in the 17th-
and 18th-century. With Japan’s exposure to Western fashion in the 19th century, and Westerners’ contact
with distinctive Japanese modes of dress and design, the kimono took on new associations and came to
symbolize an exotic culture and an alluring female form. In the aftermath of the Second World War, the
kimono industry was sustained through government support. The line between fashion and art became
blurred, as kimonos produced by famous designers were collected for their beauty and displayed in
museums, rather than being worn as clothing. Today, the kimono has once again taken on new dimensions,
as the Internet and social media proliferate images of the kimono as a versatile garment to be integrated into
a range of individual styles.
Published to accompany the Kimono exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, commencing
in September 2014, Kimono: A Modern History not only tells the story of a distinctive garment’s ever-
changing functions and image, but provides a novel perspective on Japan’s modernization and encounter
with the West.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Mills:

This book untitled Kimono: A Modern History to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

David Gaytan:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Kimono: A Modern History can be very good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Alita Schmidt:

Beside this particular Kimono: A Modern History in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Kimono: A Modern History because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!

Janelle Ramirez:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Kimono: A Modern History. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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