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Magic, Simon During suggests, has helped shape modern culture. Devoted to this deceptively simple
proposition, During's superlative work, written over the course of a decade, gets at the aesthetic questions at
the very heart of the study of culture. How can the most ordinary arts--and by "magic," During means not the
supernatural, but the special effects and conjurings of magic shows--affect people?

Modern Enchantments takes us deeply into the history and workings of modern secular magic, from the
legerdemain of Isaac Fawkes in 1720, to the return of real magic in nineteenth-century spiritualism, to the
role of magic in the emergence of the cinema. Through the course of this history, During shows how magic
performances have drawn together heterogeneous audiences, contributed to the molding of cultural
hierarchies, and extended cultural technologies and media at key moments, sometimes introducing spectators
into rationality and helping to disseminate skepticism and publicize scientific innovation. In a more revealing
argument still, Modern Enchantments shows that magic entertainments have increased the sway of fictions in
our culture and helped define modern society's image of itself.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Modern Enchantments will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Carlee Smith:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Modern Enchantments
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Kristina Keene:

The actual book Modern Enchantments has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Mildred Lyons:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is referred to as of book Modern Enchantments. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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