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Colombia's status as the fourth largest nation in Latin America and third most populous—as well as its
largest exporter of such disparate commodities as emeralds, books, processed cocaine, and cut
flowers—makes this, the first history of Colombia written in English, a much-needed book. It tells the
remarkable story of a country that has consistently defied modern Latin American stereotypes—a country
where military dictators are virtually unknown, where the political left is congenitally weak, and where
urbanization and industrialization have spawned no lasting populist movement.

There is more to Colombia than the drug trafficking and violence that have recently gripped the world's
attention. In the face of both cocaine wars and guerrilla conflict, the country has maintained steady economic
growth as well as a relatively open and democratic government based on a two-party system. It has also
produced an impressive body of art and literature.

David Bushnell traces the process of state-building in Colombia from the struggle for independence,
territorial consolidation, and reform in the nineteenth century to economic development and social and
political democratization in the twentieth. He also sheds light on the modern history of Latin America as a
whole.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Making of
Modern Colombia: A Nation in Spite of Itself? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have different opinion?

Kathleen Duff:

The book The Making of Modern Colombia: A Nation in Spite of Itself make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The
Making of Modern Colombia: A Nation in Spite of Itself to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a e-book The Making of Modern Colombia: A Nation in Spite of Itself.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this publication?

David Creason:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day long to reading a guide. The book The Making of Modern Colombia: A Nation in Spite of
Itself it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
offers high quality.

Kristin Sayler:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Making of Modern Colombia: A
Nation in Spite of Itself can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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