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Wondrous Brutal Fictions presents eight seminal works from the seventeenth-century Japanese sekkyo and
ko-joruri puppet theaters, many translated into English for the first time. Both poignant and disturbing, they
range from stories of cruelty and brutality to tales of love, charity, and outstanding filial devotion,
representing the best of early Edo-period literary and performance traditions and acting as important
precursors to the Bunraku and Kabuki styles of theater.

As works of Buddhist fiction, these texts relate the histories and miracles of particular buddhas, bodhisattvas,
and local deities. Many of their protagonists are cultural icons, recognizable through their representation in
later works of Japanese drama, fiction, and film. The collection includes such sekkyo "sermon-ballad"
classics as Sansho Dayu, Karukaya, and Oguri, as well as the "old joruri" plays Goo-no-hime and Amida's
Riven Breast. R. Keller Kimbrough provides a critical introduction to these vibrant performance genres,
emphasizing the role of seventeenth-century publishing in their spread. He also details six major sekkyo
chanters and their playbooks, filling a crucial scholarly gap in early Edo-period theater. More than fifty
reproductions of mostly seventeenth-century woodblock illustrations offer rich, visual foundations for the
critical introduction and translated tales. Ideal for students and scholars of medieval and early modern
Japanese literature, theater, and Buddhism, this collection provides an unprecedented encounter with popular
Buddhist drama and its far-reaching impact on literature and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Esters:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Wondrous Brutal Fictions:
Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early Japanese Puppet Theater to read.

Roberta Granger:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be study.
Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early Japanese Puppet Theater can be your answer
given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Ana Gaskill:

Beside this kind of Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early Japanese Puppet Theater
in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early
Japanese Puppet Theater because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!

Willie Isaac:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Wondrous Brutal Fictions: Eight Buddhist Tales from the Early Japanese Puppet Theater
can make you sense more interested to read.
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